ASCB Poster Competition
Judging Handbook

Undergraduate and graduate students, and postdoctoral fellows are participating in this
ASCB Poster Competition.

Judging Assignments. You will receive your pre-assigned judging packet when you arrive at
the judging session. Please arrive at 3:15 pm if at all possible and proceed to the judging table.

Conflict of Interest: If you have a conflict with any of the presentations assigned to you, please
notify ASCB staff immediately. They will find another judge to evaluate the presentation.

Submission of Completed Judging Forms: Immediately after each poster, please return your
completed judging form to the ASCB staff member at the judging table.

General Practices: Judges are encouraged to talk with the presenters and give the presenters
a positive experience. You should:
* Introduce and identify yourself as a judge
* Provide constructive feedback
 Complete and return your judging form immediately after the conclusion of each poster
* If there is no presenter at the poster board when you approach the area, please continue
judging your other presentations and return to that poster board at the end. If the presenter
is still not there, please indicate this on the judging form.
* If a presenter is absent from the presentation, but has identified a replacement to give the
presentation, do not judge. Only the individual listed on the judging form can present the
research.

Please note the following ASCB poster presentation rules:

+ Only ONE individual can present an abstract— the person who is listed on the judging form.

* If the presenting author's name listed on the judging form is not the person present at the
poster board, do not judge the poster.

* Faculty advisers and mentors are NOT allowed to coach or participate during the
presentation.

* Presenters are instructed to be present for the ENTIRE duration of their assigned poster
session.

Please indicate in the comments section of the judging form if any of these rules are broken
while you are judging a poster presentation.



EXPLANATION OF JUDGING FORM & RUBRIC

Elements of the Judging Form: The judging form contains the following presenter information:
name, scientific discipline, poster board number, and session title. Directly below the presenter’s
information are the six review criteria in which the presenter will be judged. On a scale of 1 to 5,
with 5 being the strongest, please score each criterion. After all six criteria have been scored;
the total score should be tallied and placed in the marked box.

Review Criteria: All poster presentations are evaluated using common criteria and indicators of
success. The criteria used to review presenters are based upon competence in:

* Developing a hypothesis and/or statement of problem

* Incorporating methods and controls

* Interpreting results

* Developing a conclusion and predicting future work

* Presenting work orally & handling questions

* Presenting work in writing (poster board appearance)

The indicators of success are arranged in a rubric used to evaluate presenters’ work objectively.
The rubric utilizes a set of indicators (1-5) by which presenters are assessed against the review
criteria and assigned a score. For instance, the review criterion for hypothesis lists three
indicators (bulleted list); presenters must achieve each of the three indicators satisfactorily at
level 4 in order to achieve a score of 4. The review criterion for overall presentation and
handling questions lists five indicators, all of which must be achieved successfully in order for
presenters to score at a specific level. Presenters’ work is evaluated at five levels from 1,
indicating weakest, to 5, indicating strongest. The total score is the sum of the individual scores
for each review criterion; the maximum possible score is 30.

Implementing the Rubric: When using the rubric, it is best to start from the bottom and work
upwards. Presenters need to perform each indicator at a single level (1 through 5) before
moving up to the next higher level. For instance, if a presenter has mastered all indicators
described at level 1 for hypothesis and/or statement of problem, then you should proceed to the
level 2 to determine if he/she has mastered all indicators, and so on. If a presenter has
mastered all indicators in level 1, 2 and 3, but not 4, then he/she receives a 3 for hypothesis
and/or statement of problem.

Modified from the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students (ABRCMS) and
American Society of Microbiology (ASM) Judging Handbook. Permission for use was obtained from the
ASM/ABRCMS,
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